


 

 

techniques in calf delivery or knowing when to seek 
professional help, (2) preventing scours or using more 
appropriate treatment for sick calves, (3) proper 
handling and administration of vaccines, and (4) 
developing bio-security plans and procedures to 
prevent disease introduction. 
 
Ranchers indicated an increase in knowledge of 
BSE, foot-and-mouth, and Johne’s disease after 
attending the beef school. The NAIS program for 
trace back of diseased animals was presented and 
premise registration was encouraged (48 registered 
at meeting). Seventy-seven producers became BQA 
certified which will decrease bruising and injection 
site blemishes and increase beef quality. Several 
ranches feed and market 5-25 head of beef annually 
directly to consumers. A group of ranchers are 
investigating the feasibility of a Weiser River label 
with Idaho Preferred®. 
 
Wolf issues are being addressed by proper reporting, 
cooperation with the U.S. Wildlife Service and 
Idaho Fish and Game, complying with Endangered 
Species Act (ESA), and encouraging removal of 
wolves from the ESA protection. 
 

 
Sedated wolf being fitted with collar. 

 
A wolf-cattle interaction study is progressing where 
wolves and cows have radio collars that transmit 
movement data to a computer via satellite or record 
the data for future retrieval. Hopefully, the wolf 
predation problem can be resolved. 
 
The Future 
Many issues are ongoing and need further education 
and discussion. Producers need updates and training 
in Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) to receive and 
maintain certification. The University of Idaho 
Extension will continue to partner with the Weiser 

River Cattle Association to conduct educational beef 
schools to address current issues identified by 
advisory groups. 
 

For More Information 
Gordon C. Keetch, Extension Educator 
University of Idaho Extension—Adams County  
PO Box 43 
Council, ID 83612 
Ph/Fax: 208-253-4279 
Email: adams@uidaho.edu 
 
53-08gkeetch-beef.doc 
11/08 
 


