IMPACT

Universityorldaho

Extension

583 West Sexton, Blackfoot, ID 83221

Blackfoot youth gain life skills raising

baby calves

The Situation

Local Blackfoot businessman Neil Anderson grew up
raising calves on his father’s farm. He remembered
the things he learned as a boy by raising calves. He
wanted to start a program for the youth of Blackfoot
to have the chance to raise a calf. Bingham County is
considered an agriculture county by the Idaho Ag
Census data. The youth that live in the City of Black-
foot don’t get agricultural experiences. Many of them
live in neighborhoods with limited yard space, not
zoned for raising animals; some youth live in apart-
ment buildings. The youth that Mr. Anderson was
interested in targeting for the program didn’t have
the facilities needed to keep and raise a baby calf. Mr.
Anderson came to Scott Nash, University of Idaho
Extension educator in Bingham County, for help in
developing a program that could benefit the youth of
Blackfoot by raising baby calves.

Our Response

Neil Anderson and Scott Nash put together a com-
mittee of community leaders to discuss the potential
of starting the program in Blackfoot. Committee
members included: The mayor of Blackfoot, a Bing-
ham County commissioner, the Blackfoot newspaper
publisher, the Eastern Idaho State Fair manager, a
local veterinarian, a local livestock co-op owner, a
retired dairy farmer and a retired businessman. The
committee identified the following purposes that the
program needed to accomplish:

1.To define a cattle project to help youth understand
the cattle industry.

2.To teach responsibility through caring for an ani-
mal on a daily basis.

3.To teach proper management skills such as health
care, nutritional needs and environmental needs of
young calves.

4.To teach basic record keeping and communication
skills.

5.To teach basic cattle management skills without a
large financial investment.

The group decided to pilot the project this year and
call it Cattle Kids. Nash recommended running the
program as a 4-H project to allow the youth to par-
ticipate at the county fair and drafted program guide-
lines based on committee recommendations. A limit
of 10 youth, raising 2 calves each, in the program for
the first year was established. Committee members
weren't even sure anybody would be interested in
participating. The local newspaper ran a story to pub-
licize the program to the youth of Blackfoot. The day
the article came out in the paper, 14 youth called to
be in the program. Interest exceeded expectations, so
a total of 19 youth were accepted. The youth and
their parents were required to read and sign the pro-
ject guidelines.

Doris Wallace, Eastern Idaho State Fair manager, do-
nated the use of horse stalls on the fairgrounds for
youth to house the calves and paid the 4-H enroll-
ment fees for all of the youth. Dr. Dave Stanley of-
fered his veterinary services to assist with health care.
Larry Bingham, co-op owner, worked with suppliers
to provide calf bottles and feed buckets for the youth
to use to feed the calves.

Commissioner Carter volunteered to work with local
dairymen to secure the calves for the youth. Mr.
Anderson identified 14 sponsors to help with the
costs of raising the calves.
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Program Outcomes

Youth and their parents participated in an educational pro-
gram with Dr. Stanley to help them understand the impor-
tance of proper health care and how to recognize a sick calf.
Mr. Bingham taught the participants about nutrition includ-
ing what to feed and how much. Mr. Anderson discussed the
importance of feeding on a regular schedule and keeping the
calf stalls clean. The group worked together to establish
when the twice-daily feeding times would be. Nash talked to
the youth and their parents about participating in 4-H, at-
tending the fair, keeping records and completing a record
book.

Committee members were assigned to supervise feeding
times to make sure the calves got fed on a regular basis. After
the first week, parents took ownership in the program and
began supervising the feeding schedule of the calves. Educa-
tional meetings were held every two weeks allowing partici-
pants to ask questions about discussion topics. Calves were
weighed regularly to help youth recognize how much the
calves were growing. Sponsor appreciation activities were
held providing youth and their sponsors a chance to interact.

All of the calves were exhibited at the fair and sold to the
buyer. This is a significant outcome considering none of the
youth had any experience raising a calf, and the death rate on
this type of calf is 8 percent. The youth completed a record
book and exhibited at the fair allowing them to receive rib-
bons and premiums for project completion.

Each of the parents wrote a paragraph to Mr. Anderson shar-
ing their thoughts on the program. One father wrote: “This
inspired program has given my son the opportunity to care
for two calves. It taught him responsibility because the calves
required feeding twice a day. This has been such a good ex-
perience for my son that instead of selling the calves like the
rest of the kids, he arranged to take them to his uncle’s pas-
ture. He may never make a dime on the project because the
cost of winter feed may exceed the price he receives when he
sells the calves next fall, but the work experience is worth it.”
A mother shared, “Our calves got really sick one time and
my son had to explain their symptoms and actions to the vet.
The vet then explained to us what he was going to do to help
the calves and what we could do to help. This instance taught
my child communication skills that he will use for the rest of
his life.” And finally this mother wrote: “I have truly enjoyed
this experience with Cattle Kids. We had good times and
hard times. But I believe my children gained life experiences
they will use: hard work, rewards, budgeting, working as a
team, how to love and be responsible for a living, breathing
animal.”

Youth were surveyed and asked: what did
participating in Cattle Kids teach you about
yourself? One said, “I can be dependable,
reliable and responsible.” Another said, “I
can take charge and do the work that’s not
done.” A third one shared, “Not everything
comes easy and that hard work is worth it.”

¢ 100% of the youth learned how much to
feed their calves each day

e 85% learned how to determine if their
calves was sick

® 69% learned the importance of daily care

e 54% learned how much work is involved
in raising a calf

Future Plans

The Cattle Kids Committee met to wrap up
the program for 2009. The program positives
and recommended changes were discussed.
More sponsors will need to be indentified to
offer the program to more youth in 2010.

Scott Nash, Extension Educator

University of Idaho Extension, Bingham County
583 West Sexton Street

Blackfoot, ID 83221

Phone: 208.785.8060

Fax: 208.785.2511

E-mail: snash@uidaho.edu
http://extension.ag.uidaho.edu/bingham

32-09snash-cattle.pub
9/09



	The Situation

	Our Response

	Program Outcomes



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



