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e 'One of the most _ha_ndsome
- Jof our domestic hard-
. .woods, black cherry (Prumus’ -
--serotina) has long been

e strong, durable, reddish- - —
. = "~ brown wood that developsa’
deep luster as it ages. These charactenstlcs plus its
good workmg qualities, low shrmkage and frcedonL '
_ from warping and checking have made ita ™ - -

- cabinetmaker’s first choice in materials. Hardiness, high
wildlife value, and the relative scarcity of this species
“make: it an ideal tree for planting in plantatlon and
consen atton settmgs o

Blology and Sllv1cs | Y

. Natwc to the eastérn ‘part of the Umtes States black i

" cherry can be found growing over a wide range of,
“conditions — from the dry semi- and deserts of the
Southwest to the wet, sub—troptcal-cllmates of northern
Florida. But it is at its best on the Allegheny Plateau

- located in Pennsylvama New York, and West Virginia,

- where hlgh-quahty trees sunted for lumber and veneer

_ are found :

Black cherry is a shade intolerant species and does not

- do well on poorly drained soils. It i is absoiutely intoler-

~antof flooding. On the Allegheny Plateau, whereit
" reaches it greatest height and girth, conditions are cool,
~ moist, and temperate: Annuat precipitation is 38-44”

" and is well distributed throughout the year. The frost- -

ﬁeegrowrng season is 120 days. In Idaho, black cherry -

plantation trials have shown this species to be frost and
. drought tolerant and adaptable to a variety of soil typcs.
“In areas with soil pH levels-above 7.0 and/or poorly
drained or flooded soils, black cherry has grown slowly,

" . declined, and eventually dled

Unlike other cherries, black cherry flowers open after _
the leaves have expanded and are much sinaller and
without fragrance. Flowers bloom from early April to

¢

e B BLach cherrg

SRR - Yvonune C Carvee ee Barkley

favored by craftsmen for its '

i

-

the first week of J une; Frult matures from mld August

to late October and are small, blue-black drupes bomne
- in clusters. The frutt is an 1mportant source offood o
~upland and non—game birds and the i inner bark was once
used widely as an mg;rcdtent in cough syrups and tonics. ~
Wllted leaves from freshly cut branches contain cyanic
* acid which can be harmful to domesnc hvestock, though '
browsmg wildlife are unaffected —

. = Black cherry 5prouts readlly ﬁ'om sturnps and thc

' sprouts grow rapidly and with good form. Scedlmgs

typlcally develop a taproot with many lateral roots, but

asthe tree matures the root system becomes more

* spreading and | the distinct taproot recedes. Growth is
rapid for the first 45-50 years and slows as the tree
“reaches maturity. On the best sites; black cherry can
reach dlameters of 20-24” and 80—100’1n 60 years.’

' .l’-\/" Plantanon Estabhshment

~

S:te selecnon Black cherry will'do well.on a number of

- different soil types, but does best in deep, well-dra»med
soils with a pH between 5.0 and 6.5. Although drought -

tolerant, this species dies best on north- and east-facing
aspects which provide moister, cooler ertvironments.
Areas of poor drainage or flooding should be avoided as :
black cherry has zero tolerance of saturated soils. Black
 cherry is frost tolerant, but a late spring freeze can kill

. trees, especially those planted in frost pockets and cold

- air dramagcs

Plantmg densities. Black cherry plantahons can be
[planted at an initial spacing of 8’ x 14’. We have found
“that planting black cherry closer together within the -
rows encourages a straighter form, development ofa
single leader, and less basal and bole Sproutlng than :
more oenerous spacmgs :

Plantmg stock. Expcnencc has shown that seed source
for black cherry is very important in determining the
growth rate and form of your trees. The UI Forest

.-Research Nursery obtains their seed from an estabhshed B

IDAHO FOREST WILDLIFE AND RANGE EXPER[MENT STATION

DIRECTOR - CHARLES R. HATCH

A s

g;uamsmm'




+ Extension Center in Sandpomt, ID. The seed orchard is

o superior trees on the Allegheny Plateau
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- black cherry seed orchard at the UF Research and

stocked with trees grown from seed selected from R

Plantatlon Culture and Management

Prumng Proper pruning is as much of an art as itisa
science. Research has shown that proper prumng can

greatly increase the quality of your black cherry trees,
and possibly double the value of your plantatJon at -

“harvest. Black cherry.is a prollf' ic sprouter and notori~

ous for praducing multiple leaders. Start pruning your-
black cherry the ﬁrst fall after establishment and be

dl]lgent aboutfall pnmmg every year afteruntil your -
. trees have grown tall enough for you to have estabhshed
 a strarght., clean u-unk Sprouts are €asiest to remove as
they are emerging m the sprmg by rub'{)mg them oﬁ‘ with

o L -elevationin AppalachianMountams (R

your. gloved hand. Expenence has shown that not only is *

this the most efﬁclent way to remove multlple sprouts

but it also seems to inhibit subsequent sproutmg for the |

rest of that growing season: -

i

T?urmmg As trees mature a commerc:al thmnmg can-
take place at appro:umately year 20. Every other tree
camrbe removed to open the plantation uptoa 16'x 147

~ spacing. Trees taken can be used for specralty products .

such as turned bowls and vases, spoons, sculpture, and

. profess1onal sclentxﬁc 1nstruments The remammgtrees

can then be leﬁ fo grow into veneer quality logs. o L

ngh-value trmber is but one of the many benefits that "

‘black cherry provides the private landowners of Idaho.

This species also contributes to b1ologlcal diversity andﬁ

“wildlife habitat while being aesthetically pleasing,

" the right planning, culture and maintenance you too can
- - experience the multiple beneﬁts of altematwe tree crops ¢

such as black cherry.
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| ? *domestxc hvestock; browsed heavdy by =

N tOﬂlCS, lmportant food sourcefor wnldlrfe l‘ ‘ 3

Spec:ee' Prlmus se’ronna e e
Common namw‘ wild black cherry rum cherry, \
o mountam black cherry iy
Natwe range: Nova Scotia to anesota, south
vto Central Texas, and east to Florida; also , -
nattve in soufhem New Memco and\westem' S
- Arizona to Quatemala found up to 3 ,000%. -~

/\‘.

Jg‘,,

Hard.ms-usmzoné 39. \
Soll type: grows ina, w1de vanety of soils but
S prefers mmst,jertnle cohﬁllom on north-
= east-faCmg sloj sanﬂm protectedcoves b

vDoes not tolem saturated soﬂs \ \f\ : ES
Shade tolerance: infdlerant,” % LTS 0
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Form fast-growmgi, mngieratelytong.lwed 100. . .

e ial[ witha narrow to broadly rounded mm
Regmnal insect & d:sease problems. tent~
caterptllars, black knot.” o R R
Oblecuonal charactemtxcs- prohﬁc basal . : e
 sprouter; cyanic acid‘in wilted foliage tox1c to'ﬁ

-.g\

* 'mammials of all. types T
Other- su;'pnsmgl‘y drought tolerant Neaves' and n .
: mner bark contam the almond—ﬂavored 2
hydrocyamc actd, used in cough medicine an& -,
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