
From the moment Charles òChadó Cheyney moved to Arco 
from Davis, CA, in 1985, it felt like home. Glad to cast off òan 
overcrowded avant-garde community,ó Cheyney quickly sunk 
his boots into Idahoõs cowboy country. Cheyney and his wife, 
Teresa, hadnõt lived in a small town before, but òit wasnõt a 
problem for us because we didnõt need to change the culture to 
be comfortable here.ó

In 1978, Cheyney joined a Farm Bureau farm-supply coopera-
tive as a þ eldman, helping growers of everything from kiwis to 
alfalfa and from tomatoes to sugarbeets improve their practices, 
trim their costs, and increase their proþ tability.

Saving growers money has been an emphasis of Cheyneyõs 
career ever since. As UI Extension educator in Butte County, 
he led local biocontrol projects that unleashed four natural en-
emies against the noxious weed leafy spurge in his area. Through 
demonstrations and personal 
consultations, he encouraged 
alfalfa growers to base their 
fertilization practices on soil 
tests and showed grain grow-
ers they could reduce the ap-
plication rates of some of their 
wild-oat herbicides.

In 1997, Cheyney launched 
the Lost River Grazing Academy, a hands-on workshop on inten-
sive management of irrigated pastures. òFeeding baled hay costs 
twice as much as grazing,ó he says. òEvery day that you spend 
grazing saves you a ton of money.ó Not only do cowsñrather 
than fuel-guzzling machineryñharvest the solar energy in pas-
ture grasses, but plant nutrients cycle continuously through cows 
and pasture.

In 2002, Cheyney began dividing his efforts between Butte 
County and the new Nancy M. Cummings Research, Extension, 
and Education Center north of Salmonña two-and-a-half hour 
commute. As its interim superintendent, Cheyney leads the cen-
ter as it hosts alfalfa variety trials and studies on calf respiratory 
ailments, cattle identiþ cation, low-stress weaning, estrus syn-

chronization, early-summer calving for reduced use of harvested 
feeds, cattle breeding for feed efþ ciency, and goat grazing for 
spotted knapweed suppression.

 òWe donõt have anything like that in Idaho,ó he says about 
the center. òIt would give people a place to do ranch-scale dem-
onstrations and research on things that people are interested in 
doing but that are scary enough þ nancially that they donõt want 
to try it themselves.ó

Asked what he brings to his job that a born-on-the-ranch coun-
terpart wouldnõt, Cheyney responds thoughtfully: òMaybe whatõs 
more important is what I donõt bring. Iõve never been married to 
the existing ranching paradigm. I can understand it, I appreciate 
it, but Iõm not invested in it.ó

Å Contact Cheyney at 756-2749 or ccheyney@uidaho.edu



   
òArts and CraftsñA Palette of Funó ushered in a new market 

for 4-H curriculum. Introduced in 2001 for ages K to grade 6, 
it was among the þ rst National 4-H Cooperative Curriculum 
System, Inc., offerings designed to be used experientially by 4-H 
and in after-school programs in and outside of the classroom.

On the ground ÿ oor of this vision was Maureen Toomey, Idaho 
4-H associate and special projects coordinator who is now in the 
University of Idahoõs Caldwell Research and Extension Center. 
As the project manager, writer, and creative talent for òPalette 
of Fun,ó Toomey and her team did òlots of outside-the-box 
thinking.ó

Toomey was a key team member when òStep Up to 
Leadership,ó a þ ve-part series of 4HCCS curricula, was released 
in 2003. She co-chaired work on a two-book, skills-based visual 
arts setñSketchbook Cross Roads and Portfolio Pathwaysñfor 
grades 7 to 12 youth, which is scheduled for release in August 
2005. Another 4HCCS curriculum undertaking is clothing, in 
partnership with lead specialist Sharlene Wofþ nden, UI Extension 
educator in Bear Lake County.

òI like art, especially do-
ing art with kids,ó Toomey 
admits. She sees kids get 
excited, and their self esteem 
rise, when each child is given 
a stack of supplies and they 
come up with different ideas. 
òArt is a great way to express 
themselves, and to share with 
a group.ó

Toomey grew up with art in her Utah home, the seventh among 
11 children. As a Christmas gift at age 9 or 10, her father, an en-
gineer with Hercules, Inc., gave Toomey a set of oil pastels. In 
the þ fth grade, her grandmother gave her a book about interest-
ing U.S. places. Toomey became intrigued with pre-Columbian 
people and their art, particularly serpent mounds in 800 A.D. in 
what is now southern Ohio.

She was active in 4-H, mostly cooking and sewing, and always 
had an artistic ÿ are. Toomey made half her wardrobe before en-
rolling at Carroll College in Helena, MT. She later attended the 
University of Utah and Westminster College and received degrees 
in recreation and parks management, history, and zoology.

Interest in art was kindled one summer working at a youth 
conservation camp in the mountains of Colorado. The directorõs 
wife was a þ ber artist. Toomey was introduced to the batik wax 
resist and dying process, and she worked with stained glass.

The marriage of art and science has always been natural to 
Toomey. She sees biological sciences, geography, nature, geol-
ogy, and histories of families not as separate entities. òItõs all so 
blended for me,ó Toomey said.

Toomey is enthralled with 4-H youth development. òWhat we 
do is education in a non-formal setting.ó She believes wholly in 
Anna Tolle Franceõs description: òThe whole art of teaching is 
awakening the curiosity of young minds.ó

òThe setting doesnõt matter,ó Toomey said about where learn-
ing occurs.

Toomeyõs husband Jim got a staff assignment in the UIõs Center 
for Business Development and Research in 1988, and Maureen 
started part-time as a UI Extension associate in December 1989. 
She worked with 4-H Teen Conference, EmPower curricula, and 
the National Network for Science and Technology, along with 
mentor Carol Benesh, former UI Extension youth specialist.

òCarol and I work well together,ó Toomey said. òCarol is ran-
dom abstract, and I am concrete sequential.ó

While Benesh moved on to head Nevada 4-H, Toomey has 
remained a creative staple in Idaho 4-H Programs while in 
Caldwell. The Toomeys moved when Jim was hired to direct 
the UIõs Food Technology Center.

Toomey has appreciated all the creative opportunities Idaho 
4-H Programs and its director, Arlinda Nauman, have presented. 
òKids just need time to play and have fun,ó Toomey added, as 
she seeks to embrace the òteachable momentsó that art and 4-H 
provide.

Å Contact Toomey at 459-6365 or mtoomey@uidaho.edu




